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Nowthen City Council  
February 28, 2024 

Special Session Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Pilon called the work session to order at 6:03 p.m.   

Present: Mayor Pilon, Council Members Fladebo, Breyen. Council Member Alders was absent.  

Council Member Rainville is attending via Zoom from 5601 Highway A1A, #200, Indian River Shores, FL  32963.  Anyone 
wishing to participate from this location should call 612-964-5228 for assistance. 

Also Present:  Deputy Clerk Johnson and Administrator Lehner.  Building Official Andy Schreder and Carri Levitski. 

Administrator Lehner explained the reason for the special session.  Due to the changing of the Building Official, the fee 
schedule needed to be updated to match Rum River Consultants fees to meet the effective date of March 1, 2024.   

The second item on the agenda is the Business Subsidy Agreement with Arvig, this agreement is time sensitive as the work 
has begun.  It has gone through the attorney’s including Attorney Ruppe.  

In front of each of the council members there is also a fee schedule labeled “Mary’s Comments”.  It is the recommendation 
of the city administrator to table the topic of other fees that don’t apply to the Building Official at this time so staff will have 
time to look at the balance of the fee schedule to determine if a change is necessary.  

MOTION BY MAYOR PILON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RAINVILLE TO DIRECT STAFF ALONG WITH 
PLANNER NASH, TO INVESTIGATE THE REST OF THE FEE SCHEDULE NOT PERTAINING TO THE BUILDING 
OFFICIAL TO BE SURE ALL COSTS ARE FULLY COVERED AND BRING BACK TO COUNCIL FOR REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL.    

Discussion:  Council Member Breyen asked exactly what are we talking about tonight regarding the fee schedule?  It is 
confusing with the Ordinance change and Council Member Rainville’s notes. It was explained only the Building Official Fees 
will be addressed tonight along with reviewing and approving Ordinance 2024-02 repealing and replacing the Ordinance as 
amended. Administrator Lehner stated it may take a bit of time for staff to get to it with elections, audit, and clerks conference 
in March. The staff could work on pieces and bring them to the council in April and May for review and approval. In the 
future, it is requested to have page numbers on documents.  

VOTING ENSUED.  VOTE VIA ROLL CALL. 4 AYES. MOTION CARRIED.  

The mayor explained that upon the recommendation of City Attorney Ruppe, the city put the fee schedule in the 
administrative part of Ordinances, therefore, publishing, noticing and a public hearing are not necessary. The council along 
with staff and the Building Officials will be going through the Ordinance and Building Official Fees tonight to approve in time 
for March 1, 2024, Contract change to Rum River Consultants.  

2.  Ordinance 2024-02 - Presentation by Carre Levitski from Rum River Consultants.   

Ms. Levitski stated that the Ordinance needed to be updated as some of the verbiage was no longer correct, that some 
areas referenced state statues that had changed.   Rum River Consultants believe the fees should commensurate with the 
services provided. Several areas were updated as the council went through the ordinance line by line. These updates will 
be reflected on the Ordinance before signature.  

Sub. 1 Discussion regarding the valuation chart 

Sub. 2 Items not identified by the State of MN or the ICC will be determined by a model available via Statue 1300.0160 
per square foot.  

Sub. 3 No changes 
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Sub. 4 No changes 

Sub. 5 Add “Business days” 

Sub 6. Correct .0160.  

Sub. 7 No changes 

Sub. 8 Add “dwelling” unit and add “in conjunction with an active building permit.” 

Sub. 9 Add “dwelling” unit.  

Sub. 10 Add “Required by State Building Code” 

Rum River Consultants does not charge for a temporary certificate of occupancy.  

Discussion who residents talk to about Zoning / Setbacks. Most zoning / setbacks Rum River Consultants can address. If 
necessary, Planner Nash will be contacted.  

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BREYEN, SECONDED BY FLADEBO TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2024-02 AS 
AMENDED. VOTE VIA ROLL CALL. 4 AYES. MORTION CARRIED. 

3.  Arvig Business Subsidy Agreement.  

This project has started and will bring internet access to 81 homes in the Twin Lakes area.  Payment will be made to Arvig 
open completion of the project. This agreement is needed as the city is using public funds and has been approved by the 
city attorney.  

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BREYEN, SECONDED BY FLADEBO TO APPROVE MAYOR PILON AND 
ADMINISTRATOR LEHNER TO SIGN THE BUSINESS SUBSIDY AGREEMENT WITH ARVIG. VOTE VIA ROLL CALL.  
4 AYES. MORTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN BY COUNCIL MEMBER FLADEBO, SECONDED BY BREYEN.  

 

Motion to adjourn at 9:02 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Scott Lehner, City Administrator    Jeffrey M. Pilon, Mayor    
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